Mailed April 15, 2003 
NOTICE OF GROUND OF REJECTION 



Patent Application No. 2000-371676 

Patent Office Examiner: Ryo KAIZUKA 

To Attorney, Mr. Hisao Fukami (et al.): 

The present application shall be recognized to be rejected on 
the ground as noted in circle. It is required that the remarks, 
if any, be submitted within 60 days from the date on which the 
present NOTICE was mailed. 



Grounds 

(Ground A) 

The invention according to. the claims listed below of 
the subject application should not be granted a patent under 
the provision oi the Japan Patent Law Article 29 (2), as it 
could easily have been made prior to the filing of the subject 
application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which 
the invention pertains, on the basis of an invention which was 
described in a distributed publication cited below or made 
available to the public through electric telecommunication 
lines in Japan and/or elsewhere prior to the filing of the 
patent application . 

REMARKS 

(As to the cited references, see appended list of cited 

references ) 

Claims : 1-33 
Cited References: 1 and 2 

Note : 

Reference 1 describes a communication karaoke apparatus 
including means for downloading a music file (corresponds to 
"desired information" of the subject application) and an 
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information file for playing back advertisement information 
(corresponds to "advertisement data" of the subject 
application) , means for playing karaoke music (by driving 
sound synthesizing means and image synthesizing means) in 
accordance with the music file, and means for displaying 
advertisement information and the like in accordance with the 
information file. 

It should be noted that reading downloaded information 
by a detachable storage medium (see reference 2) , downloading 
additional data with a prescribed advertisement data, and 
communicating in accordance with connection destination data 
stored in advance are merely the matters of design choice that 
can be made as needed by a person skilled in the art. 

(Ground B) 

The description in the claims of the subject application 
does not satisfy the requirement defined in the Japan Patent 
Law Article 36 (6) (ii) in the following respects. 



REMARKS 

Claim 1 recites "processing means for executing a 
prescribed process on said desired information received by 
said information receiving unit". What is meant by "a 
prescribed process on said desired information" is uncertain, 
and how specifically the information processing by software 
for "executing" the "prescribed process" with hardware 
resources is realized is uncertain. Accordingly, the 
description is unclear. 

The terms such as "prescribed process", "information 
processing", and "desired information processing" in claims 
2-33 are also unclear on the same ground as claim 1. 

Thus, what is recited in claims 1-33 are unclear. 
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(Ground C) 

What is recited in the claims listed below should not 
be granted a patent as they do not satisfy the requirement 
defined in the body of the Japan Patent Law Article 29 (1) . 

REMARKS 

As stated in Ground B, claims 1-33 can not be recognized 
to recite that the information processing by software is 
specifically realized with hardware resources, and hence it 
can not be the creation of technical ideas utilizing law of 
nature. Thus, they are not "inventions". 

If any grounds of rejection are newly found, the grounds 
of rejection will be noted. 

List of Cited References 

1. Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 9-128452 

2. Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 8-173634 



RECORD OF SEARCH FOR PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS 

• SEARCHED TECHNICAL FIELD 

G06F17/60 

• PRIOR ART DOCUMENS 

The record of prior art search results does not 
constitute a Ground of Rejection. 
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